
MEDIA ADVISORY
July 20, 2011

 For Immediate Release
Contact: 

Kendall Brunette, 307-367-7007 
  Kristin Walker, 307-690-4705   

 



 
Wyoming Land Trust Launches New Phase of Corridor Conservation 

Campaign
 Wildlife-Friendly Fencing Project Continues in Wind River Mule Deer Migration 

Route
Pinedale, Wyoming - The Wyoming Land Trust has launched a new phase of 
the beneficial Corridor Conservation Campaign which will help protect mule 
deer and other big game along a key migration route at the foot of the Wind 
River Mountains.

The Wyoming Land Trust and several key partners are working with landowners 
to modify or construct more than 200 miles of fence which runs along an 
essential migration route for mule deer. This route covers 86,000 acres and was 
confirmed by the Sublette Mule Deer Study, a collaborative effort between oil 
and gas operators, federal and state wildlife agencies, and private organizations 
that started in the late 1990s in conjunction with proposed development on the 
Pinedale Anticline natural gas field.

The modified fencing will allow mule deer and other wildlife to pass safely 
through the fencing while alleviating the financial burden of new wires for 
ranchers and landowners.

"The Corridor Conservation Campaign perfectly embodies the spirit of 
commonsense conservation - balancing the needs of landowners with the 
protection of wildlife," said Executive Director of the Wyoming Land Trust Lara 
Ryan. "This project provides workable fencing for landowners at no cost to 
them, while at the same time creating fences that are passable for mule deer 
and other large wildlife."

In 2008, the Wyoming Land Trust launched the Corridor Conservation 
Campaign, which seeks to connect Wyoming's working lands and critical wildlife 
habitats through conservation efforts. Through the innovative initiative, 
Wyoming Land Trust and its partners plan to modify or reconstruct 500 miles of 
fencing in key western Wyoming wildlife migration routes. To date, a total of 
104 miles of fencing has been retrofitted at no cost to landowners. The project 
is on target to be completed by 2013.

Wildlife and livestock-friendly fences are generally no more than 42-inches tall. 
They have a smooth bottom wire at least 16-inches off of the ground so 
animals such as pronghorn antelope can easily pass under the fencing. In 
addition, the fencing has 10 to 12-inches between the top two wires so deer 
and other animals can jump the fence without catching their hind legs. Click 
here  to see a diagram of the wildlife-/livestock- friendly fencing.

It is estimated that new fencing can cost landowners between $12,000 and 
$16,000 per mile. The Corridor Conservation Campaign helps property owners 
by assuming this costly improvement to ranches and privately held land while 
providing jobs via local businesses.

"During tough economic times, the Corridor Conservation Campaign has helped 
ranchers preserve capital and also has created jobs in Wyoming," said Ryan. 
"This project is a win-win for Wyoming, and we are grateful to our hundreds of 
donors and partners who have helped make this project possible."

The Corridor Conservation Campaign has brought together a host of non-
traditional partners to implement a concrete, affordable, on-the-ground 
solution that landowners and others can use to maintain the state's migration 
routes. The Wyoming Land Trust raised the necessary capital for the project 
while working with private landowners, state and federal agencies and energy 
companies on implementation.

This year, in addition to continued support from long-time partners, several 
new partners joined the Corridor Conservation Campaign efforts. Supporters 
include: individuals and family foundations, BP, Bill Barrett Corporation, Encana 
Oil and Gas (USA), Inc., Mule Deer Foundation, National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation, Pinedale Anticline Project Office, QEP Resources, Safari Club 
International, Wyoming Landscape Conservation Initiative, Wyoming Wildlife - 
The Foundation, and Wyoming Wildlife and Natural Resource Trust. Their 
generous contributions made it possible to begin the next phase of the 
Corridor Conservation Campaign.

In 2009 and 2010, the Campaign worked with landowners to modify 82 miles 
of existing fence in the historic "Path of the Pronghorn" migration route 
between Grand Teton National Park and southern Sublette County. Pronghorn 




