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 Wyoming Nature Camps Engage 135 Kids Statewide
 Wyoming Land Trust and Teton Science Schools Hit the Road to Educate State's Youth

 
One Nature Camper summed it up 'my favorite thing was everything'

 
Pinedale, WY - Animal tracks, macroinvertebrates and the value of responsible land stewardship are 
among the many lessons learned by 135 Wyoming youth who participated in the first summer of 
Wyoming Nature Camps hosted by the Wyoming Land Trust (WLT) and Teton Science Schools 
(TSS).
 
According to WLT camp organizers, the sold-out, week-long fun is an effort to educate the next 
generation of land stewards. In the first summer of statewide Nature Camps, WLT and TSS educators 
traveled to four Wyoming counties - Sublette, Sweetwater, Natrona, and Campbell.
 
"The first summer of Wyoming Nature Camps was a great success," stated Camp Co-Director, 
Kendall Brunette. "As one Nature Camper summed it up...my favorite thing was everything!"
 
"It's exciting to hear first through sixth graders bragging about how many cool macroinvertebrates 
they found while exploring the creek bottom, or that they learned what it takes to convert coal in the 
ground into useable energy seen by turning on their light switches."

Buck Schouboe learns to use a compass during a lesson on mapping and orienteering in the Sublette County 
camp.

 Campers were given the opportunity to learn about the wealth of natural resources in their 
communities, Brunette said. In an effort to engage the next generation of Wyoming land stewards, the 
goal of the camp was to not only increase awareness of the natural world, but to give students the 
scientific framework with which to understand how systems in nature work.
 

Abigail Storey drills for "oil" in chocolate-filled cupcakes at a presentation by Devon Energy in the Campbell 
County camp.

Focusing on ecosystems, water ecology, geology, agriculture, energy, and cultural history, Wyoming 
Nature Camp instructors educated children through hands-on, place-based outdoor education, 
Brunette said. Small groups are a cornerstone of the Wyoming Nature Camps program.  Combined 
with low camper-to-instructor ratios, small groups help make each child's experience special by 
optimizing peer interaction, camper-to-instructor relationships, quality supervision, safety and 
program participation.
 
"By using public and private lands as outdoor classrooms, instructors were able to engage youth in a 
more practical way that made learning fun," she added.
 
At the end of camp, parents were given the opportunity to learn about their child's experience at a 
family barbeque and awards ceremony. In listening to their children's presentations, parents began to 
understand how their child's initial curiosity about nature had evolved into a comprehensive 
understanding of the natural world. Wyoming Nature Camps were founded on the principle that no 
one, in this case children, will care about land conservation if they don't understand its importance, 
Brunette stated.
 




